The Victorian Era

1833 (abolition of slavery) –1901 (Queen Victoria dies)

Queen Victoria reigns 1837-1901

Age of Optimism


Economy grows


Expansion/Imperialism


Manufacturing


Business

2 new classes – industrial working class and true middle class (mid class family values rule – “Angel of the House”)
Reform


Brutal factory conditions


Stinking slums


Victorian leaders try to improve life of poor


Trade policy – Corn Laws (increase food import tax -> farmers can make more money)




Suspended 1846 due to feminine in Ireland, then free trade


Electoral reform – more democracy



1832 – 1st Reform Bill – extend rights to more males



1867 – 2nd Reform Bill – more urban working men



1884-85 – 3rd Reform Act + 1885 – Redistribution Act – triples voting population









(almost universal male suffrage)


Women attend universities


Shorter workday for women and children


Free grammar schools


Legalization of trade unions


Public sanitation (sewers, etc)


Regulation of factories and housing (esp. in slums)


People still seek more reform


Prostitution (Contagious Diseases Acts)


Women’s rights (Married Women’s Property Act)

Imperialism


Benefits to having colonies



Raw materials and markets for Brit industry



New home for settlers



Power (if they don’t settle someone else will)


Idea of cultural superiority (other cultures “in need” of help – middle class values)


Crimean War (1853-1856) – Brit, France, Ottoman Turkey v. Russian expansion



Florence Nightingale

As world power


Liberals try to limit power of throne, but Empire still grows


1842 – get Hong Kong from China


1858 – direct control of India (from British East India Co.)


Africa


Boer War (1899-1902) – defeat Dutch for South Africa

Ideology


Humanity’s ability to better itself


Industrial Rev brings controversy



+material benefits


- bad life for factory workers



+businesses have sole power?

+government regulations?


1859 – Darwin and theory of evolution (challenges religion)

Literature of the period

Romanticism (now mainstream) -> Realism


In response to tech and social changes


Ordinary ppl, day-to-day life and problems (democracy)


Feed middle cl. Desire for lit

Naturalism


Spirit of scientific observation put to literary use


Gritty details to promote social reform (sights, sounds, smell of poverty)


Nature does not mirror human feeling (Romantic), 

but nature is harsh and indifferent to human suffering it causes

Pre-Raphaelites (1848 PRB)


Rejected ugliness of industrial life


Look to spiritual intensity of medieval Italian art


Influenced art and lit



Reject conventional are, seek greater purity and “truth to nature”



Outside paintings



Promote reform



Female models – “earthy or sadly spiritual Female Beauty”


Led to Aesthetic Movement in lit



Reject Vict. materialism, appreciate sensation over truth

Victorian poetry


Tennyson – popular, Poet Laureate, Romant influences, lyrics


Brownings – Robert – mostly Romanti, some realism, dramatic monologues



Elizabeth Barrett – more famous, Sonnets from the Portuguese 1850


Naturalists – Matthew Arnold, Thomas Hardy, AE Housman


Kipling – Imperialism (esp. India)


G.M. Hopkins – not public in 19th c., innovative rhythms and relig verse

Victorian Drama


1843 – gov’t restrictions on playhouses lifted


serious dramas, satires, light entertainment

Fiction (golden era)


Novel – for mid classes; social issues of the day



Serial form to feed demand; lending libraries


Brontes – early work – Romant influence



Emily (Ellis), Charlotte (Curer), Anne (Acton) Bell



6 kids, father, aunt; live in isolation -> entertain selves by writing stories


Dickens – most popular with people and critics



Realism, class inequalities



Humor and sentiment; innocents suffer in cruel world



Wealthy, owned periodicals, publish own works in them


Realist fiction – Less sentimental



Trollope, George Butler, George Meredith, Thackery (immorality of up cl life)


Women novelists 



Brontes



Gaskell – Industry, Dickens loved



Mary Anne Evans (George Eliot) – realism, esp inner life of normal people


Hardy and late – more naturalism

readers preferred adventure tales and mysteries (naturalism too pessimistic)

Prose non-fiction


Social criticism and categorization


Newspapers – as evaluator of progress



World as collection of measurable facts (v. import!)
newspapers give measurable view of world 
The Times – most imp., independent, objective reporting

Illustrated London News – (1842) weekly, known for illustr, 1st to use photos

Bring opinions and news to public b/c public opinion is import (democracy)



Set overall standard for society (almost regulate society)


Journalistic essay



Perspective on current events or trends



P.o.V. – all-knowing judge/witness OR indiv. opinion on social concern



Emotive language – uses words, phrases, examples for emotional effect v.



Informative lang – just facts

Victorians = diverse body of lit (esp. relevant today)

Changing language


Euphamisms (prudishness, Victorian appearance of propriety)

