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Requirements
You will be writing a research paper about a current problem or issue (e.g., local, national, global, academic/theoretical/philosophical) that evaluates multiple perspectives on that problem/issue and ultimately proposes a solution or answer.  After crafting a research question, you will identify at least two different approaches, perspectives, or points of view on the issue. Then, you compose write a well-written essay that: 
▶ identifies and explains the overall problem or issue; 
▶ evaluates the credibility of chosen sources and relevance of evidence to the inquiry;
▶ summarizes, explains, and analyzes the main ideas and reasoning in the chosen sources;
▶ identifies, compares, and interprets the different perspectives about the problem or issue;
▶ cites all sources used and includes a list of works cited or bibliography;
▶ uses correct grammar and style.
As part of the writing process, you will produce an annotated bibliography for your essay that includes the MLA citation, an evaluation of the source’s credibility and expertise, and a description of the source’s line of reasoning.
1.  Length: 5-6 pages (not including title page, bibliography, or appendices)
2.  Sources: minimum of five.  You must have at leave four sources from books, scholarly journals, or other database sources.  All website sources must be from credible sites, written by experts in the field.
3.  Quotes: must include quotes and parenthetical citations in correct MLA format.  The paper must include a bibliography.  An annotated bibliography will be submitted earlier in the process.
4.  Notes: you must devise a method for taking notes on your research.  You may use notecards or a notebook, or Google Docs, whichever method works best for you.  I will be checking for notes.
5.  Source cards: you must keep track of the sources you use.  Bibliographic info on all sources should be kept in one place (notecards, notebook, Google doc, etc.).
6.  Format: follows proper MLA format.  Part of this assignment is to allow you to demonstrate that you can follow directions and can adhere to a strict format.
7.  Due date: the due date is absolute!  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED!  Even if you are absent from school you must figure out a way to get the printed paper to me on the day it is due.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  The paper is due Thursday, April 2, 2020, at the start of your class period!
8.  Work time: most of the work on this paper will be done outside of class.  However, I do give you time to work in class you are expected to have your research materials with you, and you should be working.  Use these in-class work days wisely or else they will be taken away.
9.  Plagiarism:  PLAGIARISM IN ANY FORM WILL RESULT IN A ZERO FOR THE ENTIRE PAPER!  Papers must be uploaded to Turnitin.com by the deadline.  Papers not submitted here by the deadline will not be graded and will, thus, receive a zero.
10.  Grade:  Several parts will be checked along the way for points.  In addition to those, the final paper will be worth a total of 300 points.

Plagiarism in a nut-shell
According to Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition, plagiarism is “the act of stealing and passing off (the ideas or words of another) as one’s own: use (of another’s production) without crediting the source : literary theft : the act of presenting as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.”  Plagiarism is dishonest and illegal.  It will result in a zero for this assignment, and can result in failure of a course, suspension, or expulsion in other instances.  The following forms of plagiarism are most common:
1. failure to document with quotation marks any material copied directly from a source
2. failure to acknowledge someone else’s ideas that the writer has paraphrased
3. failure to provide a list of works cited/consulted (or a bibliography)
4. use of others’ work as one’s own
5. use of others’ ideas as one’s own (i.e. for themes, poems, compositions, art, theories)
--taken in part from The Research Paper by Joy Little, McDougal, Little and Co., Evanston, IL 1985.
Sources
Remember, you must document your sources as you research.  Before you start taking notes from a source, write down all necessary bibliographic information (consult later pages on bibliographies for what info is needed).  Generally, you need names, titles, publication info (dates, companies, places), database providers, stable web addresses or doi #, access date.
Getting Started
First, you should choose a relatively broad subject.  Because this paper is fairly open, you should really focus on trying to find something that interests you.  This will make the whole process much less painful.  I promise!

Before you decide on a topic, you should do some preliminary research.  Search the web; see what’s out there; see what interests you.  What topic gets you clicking on more links because you want to learn more?

Once you have chosen your subject and are preparing to begin researching, you need to narrow your topic and craft a research question that will help to

1. direct your note taking,

2. figure out an outline (the order in which you will present your ideas),

3. write a thesis statement,

4. write the paper.

It may be necessary to revise this research question as you begin researching and finding information, but stating it as clearly as possible will help you as you research.  Material that does not directly relate to your research question does not belong in your notes.  

Examples:


* How could the development of a new police academy in Chicago affect the neighborhood in 


which it is built?


* How have populist leaders in the last century impacted the global political or economic



climate?


* How does the “Tier System” (as part of CPS’s high school selective enrolment process) help or



hurt certain populations of students?  Is there a better alternative?


* Was Brexit the best choice for the UK politically, economically and socially?


* How can the City of Chicago and its citizens achieve better relationships between the police



and the communities they are meant to protect?


* How do small changes by individuals and communities actually help to halt the harmful effects



of climate change?  Do they even make a difference at all?

Note-taking
Note-taking as you gather information is the most important step in the research process.  Before you actually start taking notes from any source you should SKIM the source to make sure it will be useful.  Look at chapter and section titles, the contents, the abstract, or the index to make sure the source will have info that will be useful to you.
Steps in taking notes:
1. SKIM the entire source quickly to get an overview of the info
2. RE-READ the information more carefully and paraphrase the info.
3. WRITE the main ideas and important facts in your own words (paraphrase).  Notes are NOT taken in complete sentences.  Write words or phrases.  EXCEPTION: a quotation should be written word for word as it appears, although an ellipsis […] can be used to eliminate unnecessary words; be sure to put “quotation marks” around quotes, even in your notes.
Types of note-taking:
1. Summary
· Restating the main ideas in your own words.
· Does not give all the details – only the most important.
· AND if the details are not common knowledge, you must still cite them!
2. Paraphrase – the most important type
· Paraphrasing is restating the author’s ideas in your own words.
· For example: 
Quote: “The relationship between Bart Simpson and Lisa Simpson is the best
example of sibling rivalry on TV today.”
Paraphrase: Sibling rivalry is best depicted by Bart and Lisa’s relationship on “The Simpsons.”
· Paraphrasing covers every idea in the same order as in the original but is usually shorter.
· You must, must, MUST always give credit to the author even if you do paraphrase because it is still the author’s thoughts that you are echoing.
3. Direct Quotations
· Use direct quotes only when you find the author’s words vivid and effective.
· Write a short comments on why this direct quote is important to your paper and what it is specifically pertaining to.
· No more than 1/6 of your paper should be direct quotes!
Points to remember
1. You must write down the page number of where you got each piece of information.
2. When copying direct quotes be sure to copy them exactly, include quotation marks, and write down who said it if the author of your source accredits the words to someone else.
3. Notes are mostly paraphrased.  DO NOT write complete sentences (unless quotes).  This will help you avoid plagiarism.
4. Make sure your notes make sense to you. YOU will be the one using them later on.
5. Try to get all info from one source before moving on to the next to avoid having to backtrack.
Documentation: Using parenthetical citations
The following is a paragraph from a research paper.  Note the use of internal (parenthetical) citations.
Egg’s adulteress provides us with the most concrete example of homelessness.  She is cast out of the scene of domestic bliss and finds herself dressed in rags and huddled under Waterloo Bridge, “the last refuge of homeless sin, vice and beggary of London” (The Athenaeum as quoted in Thomas 387).  Egg clearly distinguishes between home and homelessness in showing us greatly illustrative images of both, the significance of which was not lost on his Victorian middle-class audience.  While “the implicit loss of domestic happiness, the irrevocable exclusion from the joys of the family, is signified in quite subtle terms by Rossetti [in his painting Found]” (Nochlin 141), this concept is explicitly illustrated quite clearly by Egg.  The bright domestic picture of the drawing room contrasts severely with the dark scenes of the other two paintings, which signify the irreparable divide between family members and the ultimate loss of home.  Also, the spatial divisions mentioned in the previous chapter serve as another reminder of the mother’s displacement and separation from her children and familial security.  Indeed, Nina Auerbach argues that Egg’s triptych acts as “an allegory of the domestic havoc wreaked by the fallen wife” (29).  Not only has the wife been cast from domestic bliss, but the daughters now also have lost all semblance of family.  Their father has died and their mother is completely out of their lives.
NOTE:
--By looking at the bibliography the reader will be able to locate the source of each bit of information in the paper.
--There is no punctuation between the author’s last name and the page number.
--The author does not appear in the citation if he/she is mentioned elsewhere in the sentence.
--The period (or other punctuation) comes after the parentheses.
Why use documentation?
1. If you fail to document an idea or way of expressing an idea that is not your own, you are plagiarizing.
2. Documentation gives credit to your sources.
3. Documentation enables readers to verify your facts.
4. Documentation gives authority and credibility to your paper.
What do I document (cite)?
1. Exact quotes.  Remember that you should quote only when the author’s style is important or when the source adds authority to your paper.
2. Ideas that belong to another person, even though you have put them in your own words.
3. Stats and figures (but not dates, unless they are disputed).
4. Do NOT document well-known facts that are generally known and accepted by an educated person.  Example:  George Washington was the first President of the United States.
The various ways to cite information in your paper
1.  Cite the author’s last name and page number of the source in parentheses following the information.

Skateboarding as a competitive sport has “an unlimited future” (Curtis 192).  However, without adequate physical conditioning, a skateboarder risks serious injury (Welseh 17).
When there is more than one author:
A work with two authors: (Brown and Jones 73)
A work with three authors: (Brown, Jones, and Kirk 976)
A work with more than three authors: (Riley et al. 84)
2.  Use the author’s last name in your sentence and place only the page number in the parentheses.

Curtis, a noted expert, believes that skateboarding as a competitive sport has “an unlimited future” (192).  However, exercise physiologist Byron Welseh points out that, without adequate physical conditioning, a skateboarder risks serious injury (17).
3.  If you are citing more than one work by the same author you need to use a short form of each title within the parentheses, along with the page number and the author’s last name.  This allows your reader to locate the source in the bibliography.

Skateboarding is growing rapidly as a recreational sport in this country with approximately ten thousand new skateboarders taking up the sport each week (James, Skateboarder’s Bible 12).  As a result, the supporting industries of the sport are also growing by about two billion dollars each year (James, Big Business Sports 154).
If the author’s name is used in the text, then only include the short form title and page number in the parentheses.
4.  If a quote is four or more lines in length, it should be set in ten spaces from the left margin (usually 1 tab).  Do NOT use quotation marks around such a quote since it is already set off by an indentation.  The citation appears in parentheses after the final period.  It is double spaced just like the rest of the paper.
A colonial girl’s life was one of routine dullness as depicted in Caroline Denver’s diary from 1746:

An account of one day is an account of all my days.  In the morning, from seven o’clock until
eight o’clock, I say my prayers.  From eight until nine, I busy myself with sundry chores about
the house.  From nine till half past twelve, I work on my lessons and draw; then my sisters and I
take a walk until dinnertime.  After the briskness of the outdoor activity, we settle in for the day. 
(Brawthorne 62)
5.  If there is no author, the title or a shortened form of the title is used in the parentheses with the page number.  No page is necessary if you are citing a one-page article.  (Begin with the word by which the title is alphabetized in the Bibliography.)
The Bibliography
This is where you list all the sources used in writing your paper, even those you only consulted (looked at) but did not cite.  This is where you really get to show that you know how to follow very specific formatting rules.

Everything should follow standard formatting: 1-inch margins, 12-pt. Times New Roman Font, double-spaced, left alignment (except Bibliography at the top center), no extra space between entries.  
Bibliographies should be in alphabetical order by the first item in the entry.  They use a hanging indent; this means that the first line of each entry is not indented, but all following lines are.  The easiest way to do this is put your curser at the front of the second line (after you type the whole entry), hit backspace so the words come together, hit Enter, hit Tab.
BOOKS
With one author
Anderson, Amanda.  Tainted Souls and Painted Faces: The Rhetoric of Fallenness in Victorian
Culture.  Cornell UP, 1993. 
With two or three authors
Davidoff, Leonore and Catherine Hall.  Family Fortunes: Men and women of the English middle
classes, 1780-1850.  U of Chicago P, 1987.
With more than three authors
Sharp, Mary, et al.  The History of the Book.  Random House, 1996. 
With a corporate author
Championship Records.  American Council of Sports, 1967. 
Editor
Martha, Vicinus, editor.  Suffer and Be Still: Women in the Victorian Age.  Indiana UP, 1972.  
Compiler
Martha, Vicinus, compiler.  Suffer and Be Still: Women in the Victorian Age.  Indiana UP, 1972.
A chapter from a book with essays by several authors (or an anthology)
Maxwell, Catherine.  “Tasting the ‘Fruit Forbidden’: Gender, Intersexuality, and Christina
Rossetti’s ‘Goblin Market.’”  The Culture of Christina Rossetti: Female Poetics and Victorian Contexts.  Edited by Mary Arseneau, Antony H. Harrison and Lorrain Janzen Kooistra.  Ohio UP, 1999, pp. 75-102.  
With an editor who is important and a volume number
Ruskin, John.  The Complete Works.  Library edition, edited by E.T. Cook and Alexander Wedderburn,


Vol. 14, John Allen, 1904.
In a series
Barringer, Tim.  The Pre-Raphaelites: Reading the Image.  Everyman Art Library, Calmann and King,


1998. 
With a specific edition
Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  6th ed., MLA, 2003.   
ARTICLES
From a monthly magazine
Jacobs, Amy.  “The Decline of Sportsmanship.”  Glamour, May 1987, pp. 102-5. 
From a weekly magazine
Smith, George C.  “Smart use of Leisure Time.”  Newsweek, 21 Mar. 1987, pp. 153-57.  
From a newspaper
McKay, Peter A.  “Stocks Feel the Dollar’s Weight.”  Wall Street Journal, 4 Dec. 2006, pp. C1+.  
From a scholarly journal (print version)
Auerbach, Nina.  “The Rise of the Fallen Woman.”  Nineteenth-Century Fiction, vol. 35, no. 1, 1980,


pp. 29-52.  
From a scholarly journal with more than one series
Anderson, Olive.  “Emigration and Marriage Break-Up in Mid-Victorian England.”  The Economic 

History Review 3rd series, vol. 50, no.1, Feb. 1997, pp. 104-9.  
From a journal with only issue numbers
Edelstein, T.J.  “Augustus Egg’s triptych: a narrative of Victorian adultery.”  Burlington
Magazine, no. 125, Apr. 1983, pp. 202-11.  
An anonymous article
“Female Penitentiaries: A short Account of the London Magdalene Hospital.”  Quarterly Review, no. 83, 


1848, pp. 35-76.  
WEB-BASED SOURCES
An article from a (reliable) website (cited only on the web)
Rogers, Jane.  “Dickens and his involvement in Urania Cottage.”  Victorian Web, 27 May 2003, 
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/rogers/8.html.  Accessed on 10 Feb. 2017.
Miller, Quentin.  “Elements of Poetry: Definition of Tone.”  virtuaLit Interactive Poetry
Tutorial, Bedford St. Martins, 2007, http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/webpub/Ektron/
litandcomp1e/litgloss/Tone.htm.  Accessed on 5 Mar. 2017.
From an online subscription database / work on the web with print publication data
Butler, Colin. “Writing about poetry: Colin Butler describes some technical standbys for writing
essays on poetry. (Poetic Form).” The English Review, vol. 13, no. 3, Feb. 2003, p. 15. Literature
Resource Center, doi:13.1353/lrc.2003.0003.  Accessed on 29 Jan. 2017.
An online book
Hughes, Ted.  Tales from Ovid: twenty-four passages from the Metamorphoses.  Faber and Faber, 1945. 


Google Books, https://books.google.com/books?id=puFlrCLF7cwC&lpg=PP1&dq=ovid&pg=

PP1#v=onepage&q=ovid&f=false.  Accessed on 3 Feb. 2017.
OTHER
Painting
Egg, Augustus Leopold.  Past and Present.  N.d.  Oil on canvas.  Tate Britain, London.
Film/video recording
It’s a Wonderful Life.  Dir. Frank Capra.  Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, and
Thomas Mitchell.  RKO, 1946.  Republic, 2001.  DVD.  
Radio or television program
“Under the Gun.”  Pretty Little Liars, season 4, episode 6, ABC Family, 13 July 2013.  Hulu,


www.hulu.com/watch/511318.  Accessed on 17 Mar. 2017.
How do I list two works by the same author?
Walkowitz, Judith.  City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian
London.  Virago, 1992. 
---.  Prostitution and Victorian Society: Women, Class, and the State. Cambridge UP, 1980. 
In general, bibliographic entries should adhere to the following format:

Author. Title of Source. Title of container, other contributors, version, number, publisher, publication


date, location in the source. Secondary container information (often where you found the


material if not in its original form).

**If you have sources that are different from the samples provided or have any questions that aren’t answered here, see me.  The MLA has a way to cite nearly everything; we will find the appropriate format.  Do NOT guess.
Pay attention to format: order, punctuation, and spacing.  Variations are NOT acceptable.
Formatting issues
You should be familiar with standard MLA formatting by now, but here are a few reminders.
Font:  
12-pt. Times New Roman, everywhere for everything in your paper (including the title page)
Spacing:
The entire paper (cover page to Bibliography) should be double spaced, with NO extra space between paragraphs.
Page numbers:
In a header, half an inch from the top of your paper.  They should appear in the upper right hand corner of your paper as just a number, no p. or pg.  Next to this number should be your name: first initial last name (i.e. K. Laroche 2).  There is no page number on page 1 (the cover page).  If you are having problems figuring out how to do this, ask me!  Refer to this document for an example.
Cover page:  
The information should be centered on the page and double spaced (just like the rest of the paper).  You need (in this order): Paper Title, Your Name, My last name and period, Date.  Each chunk of info should get its own line.
Numbers:  
Write as words numbers one through twenty, and use numerals for 21 and over, but NEVER begin a sentence with a numeral.  If numbers are related or appear in a list, express them all in the same way (either write them all out or use all numerals).
Names and titles of people:
In general, do not use formal titles (Dr., Miss, Mr., Professor, etc.).  For example: Churchill, not Mr. Churchill and NOT Winston; Stowe, not Mrs. Stowe or Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe.  Generally you will want to use the full name the first time it appears in your paper (Winston Churchill), and then just the last name every other time (Churchill).  However, for variety you can use the full name occasionally.
Paragraph division:
Check to see that each paragraph has a topic sentence (a clear point) and supporting details.  Each time the topic/subject changes, you should start a new paragraph.  Avoid starting and ending paragraphs with quotations.
The Final Paper:
Should be stapled and ready to turn in the moment you walk into the classroom.  Do not count on putting it all together once you get to class!  Your documents should appear in this order: cover page, full paper in order, (appendices), bibliography.  All should be made in one document so that the entire thing is numbered.  Papers will be graded before finals week.  Do NOT ask for it before then.
Turnitin.com:
Your paper must be uploaded in its entirety to this site by midnight on the paper due date.  I will NOT grade papers that are not uploaded to this site on time, and, therefore, failure to do so will result in a zero on the paper.

