Macbeth reading questions

Act V

Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Due: Thursday, December 9

1.  What strange symptoms is Lady Macbeth exhibiting?  What does the doctor say is causing her problems?  Are you surprised by her behavior?  Why or why not?

2.  What is the significance of Lady Macbeth’s always wanting a light near her while she sleeps?  How could this be symbolic?

3.  How do Macbeth’s followers feel about him? Cite specific lines and interpret.

4.  Where are Malcolm and his men assembled?  Macbeth and his men?

5.  What are the nobles planning in scene two?

6.  Describe Macbeth’s attitude at the beginning of scene 3, lines 1-11.  What words support this?

7.  Analyze Macbeth’s lines (26-33) in scene three.  What tone do you think Macbeth uses to deliver these lines?  How is he feeling?

8.  What plan do the soldiers make in scene four?  Why is this plan significant?

9.  Analyze Macbeth’s speech in 5.5.20-31.  How does he feel about life?  Death?  Do you think his reaction to his wife’s death is appropriate?  Natural?  Why or why not?  How do you think she died?

10.  What does Macduff reveal to Macbeth in scene eight (lines 17-20)?  Why is this significant?

11.  What threat prompts Macbeth to fight Macduff?  Why is he reluctant to do so at first?  What does this reveal about what drives Macbeth (his motivations)?

12.  Why do you think the scenes in Act 5 are so short?  What affect does this brevity have on the movement and mood of the play?

13.  Analyze Malcolm’s speech at the end of the play.  What do you think Scotland will be like with him as leader?  What makes you believe this?

14.  Part of the reason Shakespeare’s plays have stuck around for so long is because of his universal themes.  How are themes in Macbeth universal?  How do they apply to all types of people from all different time periods?

15.  Final thoughts, reactions, questions, words?

