Macbeth reading questions

Act IV

Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Due: Tuesday, December 7

1.  What phrase do the witches use to signal Macbeth in line 45?  What could this indicate (on a deeper level)?

2.  What are the four apparitions the witches show Macbeth, and what does each portend?

3.  What plan does Macbeth come up with at the end of scene 1?  Why?

4.  What is Lady Macduff’s reaction to her husband’s actions?  Textual support?  Do you agree with her?  Why or why not?

5.  Lady Macduff tells her son that her husband is a traitor?  What exactly does she mean, and how do you know?  

6.  Why might Shakespeare include this discussion between Lady Macduff and her son in the play?  What significance does it have?

7.  In Act 4, scene 3, what is Malcolm’s concern about Macduff?  Cite specific lines and interpret.

8.  How does Malcolm “test” Macduff?  Again, cite specific lines and interpret.  How does Macduff pass the test?

9.  What plans has Malcolm made with England?

10.  What is the state of Scotland, as revealed by Ross?  Textual support and interpretation?

11.  Why do you think Ross doesn’t reveal the fate of Macduff’s family to him at first?

12.  In scene 3 we get a better sense of Macduff’s character.  What type of person is he?  How do you know?

13.  Malcolm and Macduff discuss the qualities of a king.  What are some of the specific qualities a king should have.  Explain.  Does Macbeth possess any of these?

14.  At the end of scene 3 Shakespeare further explains the idea of “manliness.”  Who do you think is most manly in the play?  Why?  How is a man supposed to behave?  Look especially at lines 259-61, among others.

