Macbeth reading questions

Act III

Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Due: Tuesday, November 30

1.  What are Banquo’s suspicions?

2.  What fear does Macbeth reveal in his soliloquy (3.1.51-77)?  Explain his reasoning.

3.  How does Macbeth persuade the murderers to kill Banquo?  What reasons does he give?  Are they true?  Why are the men so willing to accept the task?

4.  As king, Macbeth has the power to order the death of anyone; however, he does not publicly order Banquo’s death.  Why not?

5.  How does Lady Macbeth react to Macbeth’s plan (to kill Banquo)?  How is this different from her involvement in the Duncan scheme?  How much does he actually tell her?

6.  What does the heroic couplet in 3.2.61-62 mean?  What is the importance of this statement?

7.  How does the murder attempt turn out?

8.  What is the significance of Banquo’s ghost sitting in Macbeth’s place and the significance in when the ghost arrives?  Who is able to see the ghost?  How does the appearance of the ghost affect the person(s) who sees it?

9.  How does Lady Macbeth explain Macbeth’s odd behavior to his guests?  What is her direct reaction to him?  Give examples.

10.  What does Macbeth plan to do the next day?  Why?

11.  What do you think the purpose of scene 5 is?  Explain.

12.  Analyze Lennox’s speech at the beginning of scene 6; his tone is sarcastic.  Find several examples of verbal irony in the speech and explain why they are ironic.

13.  What developments does the Lord reveal in lines 29-43?

14.  How do others view Macbeth as a ruler?  Cite specific lines/phrases to support your claims.

15.  As we discussed, in a real tragedy the tragic hero brings about his own downfall due to a fatal flaw in his personality.  What do you think Macbeth’s fatal flaw is?  Explain.

16.  How has Macbeth changed from the beginning of the play?  What are the causes of this transformation?  For help, look to his relationship with his wife.

17.  Examine some of the nature (and animal/bestial) imagery in this act.  What images are given?  Why do you think Shakespeare would use them in these places?

18.  Predict the outcome of the play.  Who will die?  How?  Who will be left alive?

