Macbeth reading questions

Act II

Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Due: Friday, November 19

1.  Why can’t Banquo sleep?

2.  What does Macbeth imagine he sees in 2.1.44-74?  What does this reveal about his state of mind?

3.  What is Lady Macbeth’s role in the plan to murder Duncan?

4.  In Act II, scene 2, what do you think Macbeth is feeling?  What words/phrases make you think this?

5.  In Act II, scene 2, what is Lady Macbeth’s reaction to her husband’s state of mind?

6.  What was Macbeth supposed to do with the daggers?  Why?

7.  What prevents Macbeth from carry out the plan with regards to the daggers?  How is the situation dealt with?

8.  Compare Macbeth’s reaction to the murder with Lady Macbeth’s.  Cite specific words/lines to back up your claim.

9.  Why do you think Shakespeare begins scene 3 with this speech by the drunken porter?  What tone does it set?  How does it compare to the previous scene?

10.  Who first finds Duncan dead?  What is his response?

11.  What reason does Macbeth give for murdering Duncan’s servants?  Does it seem like a good reason to you?  To the other nobles?

12.  What happens to Malcolm and Donalbain?  How are their actions interpreted by Macduff and the others?

13.  We get a couple different descriptions of the weather:  Lennox (2.3.61-69) and Ross (2.4.6-12).  Explain how these descriptions could be symbolic.

14.  What omens in the natural world show that things are out of order, that the natural flow and order has been disrupted?

15.  Who becomes King of Scotland?  How is this also a disturbance in the natural order?

16.  Shakespeare uses a good deal of irony in this act.  Find a couple examples and explain them.  Why do you think he chose to use irony in these places?

