Macbeth Assignments
For each act of Macbeth you will complete one of the assignment options listed below.  These small projects are designed to assess your understanding of and engagement with the text.  I expect each assignment to demonstrate creativity, thoughtfulness and effort and to be intellectually insightful.

Each act is worth 40 points and will be due after we complete the act in class (specific dates will be announced as we go).  Be sure to label each project with the act and option number.  NOTE: all written (not visual) assignments must also be uploaded to turnitin.com.
For ONE act you may choose to complete one of the extra credit options instead of one of the listed options.  You may not then do this option again for extra credit.
Act I

Choose one of the following:

1. Create a visual representation/idea map for Macbeth.  Consider how he acts, thinks, and feels, as well as what others think and say about him.  Use both words and images.

2. Write a diary entry for a character that shows his or her thoughts at the end of the act.  Be sure to reference specific events/ideas/conversations from the act.

3. Choose a song that connects with the act, and write a detailed explanation of why you chose this song.  Include specific evidence from both the song and the play.

Act II

Choose one of the following:

1. Identify an important choice a character makes in this act and justify his or her decision.  This means you explain why this character was right in making the choice he/she made.  You should refer specifically to the text in your explanation.

2. Create graphic novel-esque panels that follow the key points of the act.  Make sure they convey the overall mood, tone, and themes of these points and that they include some text from the play.
3. Summarize the act in a sonnet (much like Shakespeare does in the prologue to Romeo and Juliet).  You MUST follow the correct form for all sonnets, but you may use a Petrarchan or Shakespearean format.

Act III

Choose one of the following:
1. Create a visual organizer (i.e. a fancy Venn diagram or such) that compares and contrasts Macbeth and Lady Macbeth in this act.  Consider words, actions, thoughts, etc., and make specific references to the text.
2. Perform a close reading and analyze an important speech or conversation in this act.  Pay particular attention to language usage, themes, and motifs, and cite specific evidence from the text to support your analysis.

3. Write a thoughtful personal reaction and critique of this act, making specific references to the play.  Consider your thoughts about actions, events, and characters.

Act IV
Choose one of the following:

1. Illustrate a scene from this act, paying particular attention to detail and making effective use of color and/or shading.  Cleverly include key lines from the scene in your illustration.
2. Identify one key line from this act and explain not only what it means, but also its significance and how it connects to the play thus far as a whole (consider making connections to themes and motifs).  Use specific textual support to enhance your analysis.

3. Write a “lost scene” and explain where this scene would appear in this act.  Try to mimic Shakespeare’s language and be true to the characters and setting.

Act V
Choose one of the following:

1. Select a song that conveys the feelings and ideas of this final act and create a music video that depicts the play in connection with the song.  (Think: a music video/trailer for/with a song from a movie.)
2. Identify and explain/analyze instances when appearances and reality clash in this act.  Use specific examples from the text to support analysis.  
3. Create a costume OR set design for this act.  When designing costumes, create a design for each main character individually, but other groups of characters can have a standard design/uniform.  For the set design, be sure to include the sets for all scenes in the act.

Extra Credit
1. Choose a key scene from the play and explain which current-day actors you would have play each character in the scene and why.  Refer to the text (explicitly or implicitly) in your explanation.
2. Re-write at least 50 lines of a scene using contemporary language. (MUST be uploaded to turnitin.com)

3. Choose one scene from the play that relies heavily on poetic and/or figurative language.  Then identify, explain and analyze this language, including why it is used and the effect it has.

4. Explain who your favorite character in the play is and why?  Use textual evidence to support your explanation.

5. Record yourself performing an important speech from the play (audio or video), and explain why you chose this speech and how it connects to major ideas or motifs in the play.
6. Explain what your favorite scene of the entire play is and why.  Use the text to support your explanation.
**If replacing one of the above for a particular act, you must tailor the project to that specific act.  For example, instead of discussing your favorite character in the play, you would discuss your favorite character in this act.
