Macbeth Critical Literary Analysis Essay Rubric

	Student is able to…
	Insufficient Response
	Below Mastery
	Emerging Mastery
	Mastery

	CONTENT
	6 points
	10 points
	12 points
	15 points

	1.  Cite specific examples from  both texts (Macbeth and critical essay) to support analysis

(RL.1) 
	Student does not cite or even allude to specific examples from the texts
	Student alludes to the texts but does not cite the texts explicitly

and/or

cited examples do not support analysis

and/or

examples are limited to only one text
	Student clearly  cites specific examples from the texts that relate to primary analysis
and/or

examples are limited to only two texts
	Student clearly understands and cites appropriate, specific examples from the play and critical sources that explicitly support analysis

	2. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings of language that are particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful

(RL.4)
	Student does not consider the authors’ word choice throughout the texts
	Student makes reference to a few specific uses of language throughout the play but does not analyze their impact or effect
	Student identifies specific uses of language in the texts and may connect them to meaning but fails to examine their larger effect on the play or argument
	Student effectively analyzes the impact of specific language choices in all texts and how they affect meaning, tone, beauty of the play as a whole, especially in relation to the critical sources

	3. Determine one or more central ideas in the critical essay and analyze their development of the course of the text; also analyze a complex set of ideas and explain how various elements of the text(s) interact and enhance their own meaning or importance within the larger text(s)

(RI.2, RI.3)
	Student does not identify a valid central idea in the critical essay, as it relates to the play
	Student identifies a central idea in the essay but does not analyze its development and/or does not explicitly connect it to the play
	Student clearly identifies at least one valid claim in one critical source and makes valid connections to the play, but analysis lacks depth and understanding of the interrelatedness of ideas within and among both texts
	Student effectively identifies one or more central ideas in both critical sources and their relation to the play, as well as analyzing their development and demonstrating understanding of the complex interaction between various ideas in both texts

	4. Make a valid and appropriate claim in response to the prompt and that clearly demonstrates understanding of Macbeth and critical essays
(W.1)
	Student does not make a claim that relates to the texts or prompt
	Student makes a claim that partially connects to the language or theme of the play 
	Student makes a valid claim in relation to the play and with some connection to the critical essays,  but does not state a clear connection between language and theme
	Student makes a valid and appropriate claim about the connection between language and theme in the play, effectively utilizing the critical essays

	5. Conduct research to answer a question, narrowing or broadening the inquiry when appropriate, and then synthesize multiple sources, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation

(W.7)
	Scope of student inquiry is inappropriate

and/or

shows no evidence of research
	Student shows evidence of research, though it may be too broad or too narrow, but does not appropriately synthesize the material/sources
	Student’s research is appropriately focused and shows evidence of understanding and an attempt at synthesis
	Student’s research is appropriately and effectively focused, shows evidence of clear understanding, and effectively synthesizes material from various sources

	CRAFT
	6 points
	9 points
	11 points
	13 points

	6. Follow conventions of standard Academic English, including correct mechanics, usage, grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 

Make appropriate and effective choices regarding vocabulary. 
(L.1, 2, 4)
	Errors are extensive and/or

Language is inappropriate
	Errors are frequent and interfere with meaning

and/or

language is simple but clear


	Though errors exist, they are minimal and do not impede meaning

and 

appropriate stylistic/language choices are evident
	Few errors are evident

and

student makes appropriate and effective choices regarding language and style

	7. Integrate and cite textual evidence appropriately and correctly


	Textual evidence is not integrated or cited 
	Textual evidence is cited and/or integrated incorrectly
	Textual evidence is cited and integrated correctly but simply
	Textual evidence is cited correctly and integrated correctly and meaningfully


TOTAL __________________/100
x2
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