Omega AP Language and Comp

Independent Reading Requirements
As a way to expand your non-fiction prose arsenal in preparation for the AP exam (and to just be more-informed humans in this world), you will be reading non-fiction texts on your own throughout the year.  These texts should be books you want to read and texts about topics you are interested in and want to learn more about.  
In addition to reading for content (which may prove helpful on the argument AP essay), you will also be paying attention to style and voice so that you can better evaluate and analyze different authors’ styles and so that you can eventually choose techniques to incorporate into your own writing as you develop your own voice as a writer.
So what should you be looking for?

As you read, you should be taking notes, either in a notebook or directly on the text itself (if you own the book) as annotations, in relation to the questions below.  These are questions you will be considering all year, and you will be thinking about them in classes in the future as well.

· What is the theme of the text?

· How is the theme developed?

· What is the author’s purpose?

· How does the author use specific language to develop the theme and convey the purpose?

· Does the author use any particular argumentative techniques?  If so, which ones and how?

· Who is the speaker and how is voice developed?

· What is interesting/unique/especially informative about the book?

· What did you get out of the book?

· What other pieces of writing can you connect it to?  How so?

How much do you need to read?

While you are only required to read one text per quarter, I would encourage you to read more.  Also, I would encourage you to expand your horizons and read books from at least three different categories this year.  That said, you may NOT read a memoir/autobiography/biography as your required text for more than two quarters.
Potential genres/categories:
Memoir or Autobiography
Biography

Historical topic

Scientific topic

Social science topic (education, psychology, economics, human rights, etc.)

Political topic

Sports or arts-related topic (literature, music, dance, language, etc.)

A how-to or self-help book

A collection of essays

A collection of letters OR a published personal journal/diary

What do you have to turn in?

For each text you read, you will need to complete one note-card report and a conference (minimum one per quarter).  Please think ahead and do not wait until the end of the quarter to schedule your conference.  I will be meeting with a maximum of five students at a time on designated dates during 4th period, 8th period, before school, or after school.  Because spaces will be limited for each meeting, plan ahead and schedule your meetings sooner rather than later.  I am much more willing to be flexible with meeting times earlier in the quarter.
First semester you will complete one 100-point project (can overlap with a note-card report).  This project will focus on the questions listed above.
The project (100 points)

Your project will creatively convey the answers to all of the questions listed above and should not simply be a list of answers.

Here are some suggestions:

· A visual map of concepts, ideas, etc. in the book with a good written explanation

· A film

· A radio program

· A comic book/strip in the style of a graphic novel with at least 15 frames

· An illustrated book

· A promotional campaign for the book or for a film based on the book

· A comparative analysis of two authors’ different styles when writing about similar topics

· A researched project of important aspects of the book, scholarly criticism, or historical relevance

· An extensive essay on the book

· A packet of letters: one to the author, one to a friend or family member, and one to the school board  convincing them as to why is should or should not be put on the curriculum

· A book of poems

· A one-act play with dramaturgy notes

· Another project that you think includes a good amount of work and thought.  Run it by me first.

The note-card report and conference (100 points)

· Your name

· Date submitted
· Book title and author

· Genre/topic

· Theme(s)

· Rhetorical triangle (speaker, audience, purpose)

· Language style/usage in general and specific techniques
· Most important or unique aspect of the book

· An important, well-written, or poignant passage

· What you got out of it

· Connections to other texts, ideas, topics, etc.

Email me with your preferred meeting date/time, or sign up on the Google Doc on Google Classroom.
Note: If you read more than one text per quarter, I will average your grades for the report/conference and add 5-10% for each additional text.

Ultimately, this independent reading will account for 300 points of the first semester grade (2 note-card reports + 1 project); and 200 points (2 note-card reports) for the second semester in the Summative Assessments category.
Deadlines:  Q1 book meetings: 11/4

Q2 book meetings: 1/28

(Sem 1 project: 1/24)

       Q3 book meetings: 4/3

Q4 book meetings: 6/10

(Sem 2 *optional* project: 6/10)
